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The Delhi Declaration on Traditional Medicine:
Outcome of the Second WHO Global Summit on
Traditional Medicine (2025)

Summit objectives and global context

The Second World Health Organization (WHO) Global Summit on Traditional Medicine convenes in
New Delhi from 17-19 December 2025, jointly organized by the World Health Organization and the
Government of India, under the theme “Restoring balance: The science and practice of health and well-
being”. The Summit brings together ministers, country representatives, policy-makers, researchers,
innovators, Indigenous Peoples, traditional medicine practitioners and civil society from more than
100 countries, engaging approximately 800 participants onsite and 20 000 online, and with over 3000
invitees attending the Opening and Closing Ceremonies.

The Summit drives scientific innovation, respectful knowledge exchange and multistakeholder
commitments to accelerate implementation of the WHO Global Traditional Medicine Strategy 2025-
2034, adopted by the Seventy-eighth World Health Assembly. Participants affirm that evidence-based
traditional medicine is a living science and shared biocultural heritage that contributes to universal
health coverage, resilient health systems, inclusive and sustainable economies, and the health and
well-being of people and planet.

The Summit takes place within the context of global political, legal and normative frameworks,
including the Declarations of Alma-Ata and Astana on Primary Health Care; United Nations General
Assembly and WHO resolutions on universal health coverage; and international agreements,
including the WHO Pandemic Agreement, the World Intellectual Property Organization Treaty on
Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge, the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, the Convention on Biological Diversity, and relevant
provisions of the World Trade Organization Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights. Participants also recall the Gujarat Declaration of the First WHO Global Summit on
Traditional Medicine (2023) and the Beijing Declaration of the World Conference on Traditional
Medicine (2024), and note growing leadership attention across the G20, BRICS and other international
and regional forums.

Drawing on evidence and innovations shared across plenary and parallel sessions and the Discovery
Experience, participants commit to the following actions, aligned with the four strategic objectives of
the WHO Global Traditional Medicine Strategy 2025-2034, to drive near-term impact and sustained
progress.
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Commitment 1: Strengthening the evidence base for traditional medicine

Participants commit to implement the WHO Traditional Medicine Research Priorities Global Roadmap.
Recognizing that less than 1% of global health research funding goes to traditional medicine,
participants commit to expanding investments in traditional medicine research infrastructure,
workforce, and scientifically robust, pluralistic and ethical research methods which incorporate whole-
systems research, real-world evidence, and Indigenous and community-based methodologies.
Generating evidence will focus on public-health priorities and rights-based research governance to
safeguard biodiversity, cultural resources, data sovereignty and community rights, and the
responsible use of digital technologies, artificial intelligence and scientific advances.

Participants commit to advancing the WHO Global Traditional Medicine Library as a trusted, ethically
governed global knowledge repository that supports intellectual property protection, equitable
access and benefit-sharing, and evidence-informed policy, practice and education.

Commitment 2: Supporting equitable access to safe and effective traditional medicine through
appropriate regulatory mechanisms

Participants commit to strengthen coherent governance and regulatory systems for traditional
medicine products, practices and practitioners to ensure safety, quality, effectiveness, accountability,
accessibility and public trust, while respecting system diversity and biodiversity. They will advance
regulatory science, risk-based approaches, strengthened pharmacovigilance and regulatory
cooperation, and promote fair and equitable benefit-sharing aligned with Indigenous rights and
international agreements.

Commitment 3: Integrating safe and effective traditional medicine into health systems

Participants commit to integrate safe and effective traditional medicine into national health systems,
particularly through primary health care in line with WHO conceptual framework for integration
towards universal health coverage, in culturally respectful and people-centred ways. Priorities include
quality assurance, patient safety, education and accreditation, clinical practice guidelines, workforce
development and interprofessional collaboration, supported by transparent, evidence-informed
policy and financing decisions.

Participants commit to strengthen standardized data systems for traditional medicine, including use
of the WHO International Classification of Diseases (ICD-11) traditional medicine modules, the
International Classification of Health Interventions (ICHI), and a global reference list of indicators
towards the development of minimum data set for traditional medicine. Participants recognize the
important role of WHO as a data hub for systematic data collection, monitoring, evaluation and
accountability at national, regional and global levels.
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Commitment 4: Optimizing cross-sector value through data, collaboration and empowered
communities

Participants commit to promote meaningful leadership and participation of communities and
Indigenous Peoples, recognizing traditional medicine as part of holistic ecosystems linking the health
and well-being of people, communities and the environment. This includes ensuring that community
knowledge and scientific evidence jointly inform decision-making processes.

Participants also commit to coordinate on international, regional and cross-sectoral action to address
global gaps in traditional medicine investment, regulation, innovation-to-market pathways, and
equitable access and benefit-sharing. This includes exploring collaborative mechanisms such as a
global consortium on traditional medicine to galvanize investment, innovation and inclusive benefits.

Moving forward together

Reaffirming the intrinsic, interconnected value of evidence-based traditional medicine in restoring
balance for individuals, societies and ecosystems in support of the Sustainable Development Goals,
participants commit to identifying priority actions for 2025-2027 to catalyse early progress and lay
the foundation for full implementation of the Global Traditional Medicine Strategy through 2034.
Member States and partners will translate the Delhi declaration into time-bound national actions,
supported by strengthened international collaboration, shared best practices, reporting and collective
accountability.

Participants affirm the central role of WHO, including the WHO Global Traditional Medicine Centre, in
supporting Strategy implementation, monitoring progress through country-led reporting and
updating the WHO Global Dashboard on Traditional, Complementary and Integrative Medicine,
convening future global multistakeholder dialogues, and conducting a mid-term review in 2030.

Together, these commitments position traditional medicine to contribute optimally and at scale to the
flourishing of all people and the planet.

In accordance with WHO policy, all Summit participants were systematically reviewed for potential and
actual conflicts of interest.
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